Psychological reactions to medical malpractice suits and the development of support groups as a response.
For doctors to cope with litigation effectively, it is critical that they obtain accurate information about the current climate of litigation. Despite the considerable evidence that the core issue is not one of gross physician negligence, there is still no substitute for the feelings of competence and self-confidence that derive from adherence to the highest standards of medical knowledge and care. When a suit occurs, these feelings are often the best antidote for the hurt and depressed feelings that almost always arise. It behooves the doctor to try to deal as effectively as possible with the symptoms and behavioral responses to litigation because of the subtle impact such changes have on doctor-patient relationships and patient care.